Why does Pontiac have Swinging Bridges?
Beginning in 1881, Pontiac began to attract
shoe manufacturing businesses. Over the
course of about 50 years, there were eight
companies making shoes here. In the early
days, there was only one bridge across the
Vermilion River - the Mill Street Bridge.
Since the shoe factories were located on the
north side of town, this meant that any
workers who lived on the south side would
have to travel west to the bridge in order to
get to work. Building the first of the
swinging bridges in the early 1900s allowed
workers to get to work quicker and more
conveniently.

The second swinging pedestrian bridge was
built shortly after the original bridge to make it
easier for people to get from the south side of
town to the Pontiac Chautauqua Assemblies in
the summer, and as well as making the
necessary trips to eastside ice houses more
expedient. The second bridge now connects
Play Park to Chautauqua Park.

Pontiac’s History of Shoe Making
Lyon and Legg Boot and Shoe - 1881
Pontiac Shoe Manufacturing - 1889
A. M. Legg Shoe Company - 1903
Modern Shoe Company - 1903
L. T. Dunn Shoe Company - 1906
Fashion-Bilt Shoe Company - 1933
Rele-Royal Shoe Company - 1937
Brockton Heel Company - 1941

Ice Skating at the Swinging Bridge - circa 1950

The last of Pontiac’s swinging bridges was
designed by Hanson Engineers, Inc. who
received an award for their work on the
project. The bridge was completed in the
mid-1970s, but was extensively damaged by
river ice in 1979 and parts of the structure
needed to be replaced. This bridge is the only
swinging bridge that was built, not for
business reasons, but purely for recreational
and aesthetic value.
There is a large
observation deck on the north side of the
bridge.

While you are in Pontiac, be sure to take a
walk on a historic swinging bridge. For
children growing up in Pontiac, walking
across one of the bridges was always a
special treat. The bridges all swing, sway,
and bounce as you cross. The heavier you
walk, the more the bridge responds. Just
remember - no diving from the bridge! To
get to one of the bridges, use the map on
the reverse side, or just ask a museum
docent or a local citizen for directions.

1940s Postcard showing Swinging Bridge and
Brockton Heel Company factory

WHILE IN PONTIAC
BE SURE TO VISIT . . .

Pontiac’s Three
Swinging Bridges

Illinois Route 66 Museum
Pontiac-Oakland Auto Museum
Livingston County War Museum
The Museum of the Gilding Arts
Life in the 1940s Exhibit
Bob Waldmire Experience
Music of the Civil War Exhibit
Walldog Mural & Sign Art Exhibit
Murals on Main Street Tour
Looking for Lincoln Story Trail
Historic Homes

One of the most unique attractions in
Central Illinois.

Livingston County Courthouse
Art Cars in Downtown
Downtown Shopping District
Parks and Nature Center

Bridge #1 - Play Park to Riverview Street
Bridge #2 - Play Park to Chautauqua Park
Bridge #3 - Humiston-Riverside Park to Division Street

Pontiac Tourism
Phone: (815) 844-5847
E-mail: tourism@pontiac.org
Website: visitpontiac.org
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